
 

 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE OF LESSONS & HYMNS 

Welcome Statement 

Treaty 4 Territory 
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional homeland of the 
Metis. 
Welcome Statement 
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I may not define, 
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or broken, 
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here. 
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital status, physical and 
mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, economic and religious status, you will be 
honoured here. 
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables us to live in 
harmony. 

Opening Psalm: Psalm 100 
1 Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

       serve the Lord with gladness 

       and come before his presence with a song. 
2 Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 

       he himself has made us, and we are his; 

       we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 

  go into his courts with praise; * 

       give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
4 For the Lord is good; 

  his mercy is everlasting; * 

       and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Hymn – “Come All You People” ELW 819 

Litany of Thanksgiving (inspired by Psalm 96) 

Today we offer our thanksgiving and gratitude 
to the Giver of all good and perfect gifts. The Lord be praised. 

For the tables we share and the bread we partake of within our 
communities, within our families, and within our homes, The Lord be 
praised. 

For the hands of friendship that have been extended to us and the grace 
we have received, The Lord be praised. 

For Your continual provision in our lives, The Lord be praised. 

For the embrace of love, The Lord be praised. 

For Your mercies that are new at dawn and sustain us through the day, 
echoing through the night, The Lord be praised. 



 

 

2 
For the gift of Your Son and His blood poured out. The Lord be praised. 

For the new life that beats within us now. The Lord be praised. 

In all things, we give You thanks and join with creation's song, 
Great is the Lord and most worthy to be praised! 

Reading 1 - Joel 2:21-27 
 21Do not fear, O soil; 
  be glad and rejoice, 
  for the LORD has done great things! 
 22Do not fear, you animals of the field, 
  for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 
 the tree bears its fruit, 
  the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
 23O children of Zion, be glad 
  and rejoice in the LORD your God; 
 for he has given the early rain for your vindication, 
  he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
  the early and the later rain, as before. 
 24The threshing floors shall be full of grain, 
  the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
 25I will repay you for the years 
  that the swarming locust has eaten, 
 the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 
  my great army, which I sent against you. 
 26You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 
  and praise the name of the LORD your God, 
  who has dealt wondrously with you. 
 And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
 27You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 
  and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other. 
 And my people shall never again be put to shame. 

Prayer Of The Day 
Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every 
day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give 
thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Hymn – “This Is My Father’s World” ELW 824 vss 1 & 2 

Lesson 2 - Isaiah 12:1-6 
12 You will say in that day: 

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, 
for though you were angry with me, 
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your anger turned away, 

and you comforted me. 
2 Surely God is my salvation; 

I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might; 

he has become my salvation. 
3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4 And you will 

say in that day: 
Give thanks to the LORD, 

call on his name; 
make known his deeds among the nations; 

proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 

let this be known in all the earth. 
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

Poem – “All Shall Be Well” 

For the greening of trees  
and the gentling of friends  
we thank you, God.  

For the brightness of field  
and the warmth of the sun  
we thank you, O God.  

For work to be done  
and laughter to share  
we thank you, O God.  

We thank you,  
and know that through struggle and pain  
in the slippery path of new birth  
hope will be born and all shall be well. 

Hymn – “Have You Thanked the Lord” ELW 829 vss 1 & 3 

Lesson 3 - Psalm 34:1-11 

1 I will bless the LORD at all times; 
    his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2 My soul makes its boast in the LORD; 
    let the humble hear and be glad. 
3 O magnify the LORD with me, 
    and let us exalt his name together. 
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4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me 
    and delivered me from all my fears. 
5 Look to him, and be radiant, 
    so your[a] faces shall never be ashamed. 
6 This poor soul cried and was heard by the LORD 
    and was saved from every trouble. 
7 The angel of the LORD encamps 
    around those who fear him and delivers them. 
8 O taste and see that the LORD is good; 
    happy are those who take refuge in him. 
9 O fear the LORD, you his holy ones, 
    for those who fear him have no want. 
10 The young lions suffer want and hunger, 
    but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing. 
11 Come, O children, listen to me; 
    I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

Poem – “Hope Growing” 
Hope growing,  
silently, secretly,  
like a child in the womb, fluttering;  
putting out soft fingers,  
hope, stretching, stirring.  

Hope growing,  
silently, secretly,  
daring to breathe again  
as footsteps recede and danger retreats,  
hope, stretching, stirring.  

Hope growing,  
silently, secretly  
swelling, burgeoning,  
bursting until the flower opens  
the child is crowned,  
the prisoner is released  
and hope is born.  

God of all hopefulness,  
for seeds of silent growth  
and secret expectation,  
we thank you.  
Bring hope to birth in us;  
release us that we may worship 
in freedom and joy. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+34&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-14394a
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Hymn – “Morning Has Broken” ELW 556 

Lesson 4 - Philippians 4:1-9 
1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 

crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if 
there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things. 9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

Prayer – “Midwife Of Our Lives” 

God of power and presence  
you are the midwife of our lives,  
always drawing us on to be born again,  
encouraging, exhorting, calming,  
containing even death.  
You pull us, kicking, into life,  
breath spirit into us.  
We thank you for the gift in our breath,  
the love that we make,  
the hope that we cherish,  
the grace that encompasses our darkest day.  
In smallness and splendour,  
in storm and serenity,  
we celebrate your care and creativity.  
We rest in you, as trustingly as any baby. 

Hymn – Stewart 

Gospel: Matthew 6:25-33 
[Jesus said,] 25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not 
life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of 
the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And 
can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28And 
why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they 
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grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory 
was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the 
field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not 
much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, 
‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is 
the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these things. 33But strive first for the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 
you as well.” 

Meditation 

Hymn – “Light Dawns On A Weary World” ELW 726 

Prayers Of The People 

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared 
world. A brief silence. 

We give thanks for the church in every land. Sustain the faithful with your 
living word. Inspire radical hospitality toward all who are searching, and call 
us into a more generous way of living. Lord, in your mercy, receive our 
prayer. 

We give thanks for the earth. Bring forth plentiful harvests and renew our 
commitment to share abundantly. Preserve the lands and waters that bring 
nourishment. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

We give thanks for leaders in our communities. Kindle a passion for justice 
and peace in every national and local elected official. Curb selfish impulses 
and guide us toward collaborative solutions. Lord, in your mercy, receive 
our prayer. 

We give thanks for all who provide for others. Sustain caregivers, social 
workers, and volunteers in their efforts. Provide homes, food, employment, 
and medical care to all who are struggling. Especially we pray today for 
Terri, Stacie, Debbie, Elaine, Beth, Lynne, Paul, Harley, Emma, Kevin, 
Jane, Lorraine, Cooper from Edenwold, Todd, Sunshine, Wade,  Arthur & 
Elfrieda, Pastors Kragbe, & Sarah Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

We give thanks for this congregation and those who plan worship. Guide 
deacons, pastors, musicians, and lay leaders in their creation of meaningful 
experiences. Instill in us a sense of joy and wonder when we come to 
worship you. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

We give thanks for the faithful who now rest in you. Teach us by their 
example and bring us with them into your loving embrace. Lord, in your 
mercy, receive our prayer. 
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Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Offering  

Offertory Hymn – “Take My Life” ELW 583 vss. 1-3 

Peace 

Great thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you.. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God..  

It is right to give our thanks & praise. 

Holy God, we praise you.  
Let the heavens be joyful and the earth be glad.  

We bless you for creating the whole world,  
for your promises to your people Israel,  
and for Jesus Christ, in whom your fullness dwells.  
Born of Mary, he shares our life.  
Eating with sinners, he welcomes us.  
Guiding his children, he leads us.  
Visiting the sick, he heals us.  
Dying on the cross, he saves us.  
Risen from the dead, he gives new life.  
Living with you, he prays for us.  

With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup  
and proclaim the death and resurrection of our Lord.  
Receive our sacrifice of praise.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us  
that this meal may be a communion  
in the body and blood of our Lord.  
Make us one with Christ  
and with all who share this feast.  

Unite us in faith, encourage us with hope,  
inspire us to love, that we may serve as your faithful disciples  
until we feast at your table in glory.  
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We praise you, eternal God,  
through Christ your Word made flesh,  
in the holy and life-giving Spirit,  
now and forever. Amen. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer & Communion 

Post Communion Prayer - Thanksgiving for community 

Thank you for our time in community for deep, 
if fleeting, friendships  
for those conversations late at night  
for the vulnerable intensity  
lubricated by laughter  
for the freedom to serve others  
and to affirm ourselves  
in the face of all that you know and we know of our lives  
and we thank you for any signs that the churches  
with which so many are disaffected  
can yet be your body on earth in the community of creation 

Post Communion Hymn – “Beautiful Saviour” ELW 838 vss 1 & 4 

Benediction 

Announcements 

Closing Hymn – “How Great Thou Art” ELW 856 vss 1, 2, 4 

 




















