
Worship Plan for Sunday, September 26, 2021 Lectionary 26  Proper 21 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Treaty 4 Territory 
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional 
homeland of the Metis. 
Welcome Statement 
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I 
may not define, 
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or 
broken, 
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here. 
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital 
status, physical and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, 
economic and religious status, you will be honoured here. 
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables 
us to live in harmony. 

  
GATHERING SONG How Small Our Span of Life (ELW 636) 
  
GREETING (ELW p. 184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
  
CLWR 75th Anniversary Thanksgiving 
In place of our Canticle of Praise this morning, we offer up prayers and thanksgiving for 
the work of Canadian Lutheran World Relief for 75 years of service to the world. 
  
Let us pray, God of the nations, we give you thanks and praise for the work of 
Canadian Lutheran World Relief over the past 75 years. We give thanks for its early 
work in collecting food and clothing, in raising funds for war-ravaged Europe and in 
resettling people from war-torn Germany in new homes and workplaces in Canada. 
Bless its continuing humanitarian work as it responds to your call to work for justice 
and peace in crises, disasters and conflicts and as it works with partner organizations 
to learn from and serve the needs of peoples worldwide as our Lord Jesus Christ 
commanded and in whose name we pray. Amen. 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188) 
Let us pray. Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with 
you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
  



FIRST READING: Romans 12:1-13 
 
A reading from Romans. 
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God — what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 
3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according 
to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many 
members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts 
that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, 
in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another 
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be 
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
  
PSALM: Psalm 19:7-14 
 
 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion 
over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  
  
  
  



  
  
 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 188) 

 
GOSPEL: John 15: 1-17  The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every branch in 
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide 
in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 
me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch 
and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done 
for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If 
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.  
 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my 
friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 
Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 
name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 



The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
SERMON (ELW p. 189) 
  
HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712, vv. 1,2,3) 
  
 CREED (ELW p. 189) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

We pray for the church and its ministry. Bless the newly baptized and encourage them 
in their journey of faith. Sustain all members of the body of Christ in lives of prayer, 
service, and worship. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
  
We pray for natural wonders of your creation. Restore damaged forests, waterways 
and natural habitats and lead us to be good stewards of what you have provided. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
  
We pray for those in authority. Give them wise minds and compassionate hearts. 
Strengthen in them a desire to protect the vulnerable and care for those underserved. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
  



We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, or any other disease. 
Provide them with peace and resilience for the days ahead. Sustain caregivers with 
energy and patience. We pray especially today for: Terri, Beth, Lynne, Paul, Michael, 
Dennis, Harley, Emma, Kevin, Cooper from Edenwold, Jane, Kathy, Joanne, Doug, 
Lorraine, and Pastor Kragbe Legrae. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
  
We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: musicians, readers, altar 
guild, ushers and livestream technicians. Bless us through their ministry and grant 
them the passion to continue in their service. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of relationship, through Jesus you make of us a worldwide kinship of loving care. 
We give thanks for the work of CLWR which communicates to us the sufferings of your 
people around the world, challenging us to be neighbour to all your children by 
responding wholeheartedly and generously in faith to support its work of meeting their 
needs on our behalf. God of steadfast love and faithfulness… Hear our prayer.  
We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those from 
every time and place. Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of your 
promised salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  
PEACE (ELW p. 189) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
  
OFFERING (ELW p. 190) & OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190) 
Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with 
these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 DIALOGUE (ELW p. 190) 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  



PREFACE (ELW p. 190) 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
  
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 

 
 
 

 

 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 190) 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
  
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191) 
 Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 



  
COMMUNION (ELW p. 191) 
  
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 191) 

 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION You Satisfy the Hungry Heart (ELW 484) 

  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 191) 
Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS (ELW p. 192) 
  
BLESSING (ELW p. 192) 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
  
SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543) 
  
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192) Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 










