
Worship Plan for Sunday, December 12, 2021 3 Advent 
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional homeland of the 
Metis. 

Welcome Statement 
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I may not define, 
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or broken, 
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here. 
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital status, 
physical and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, economic and religious 
status, you will be honoured here. 
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables us to live in 
harmony. 

Advent III 

The season of Advent bids us to gather; 
Our resolve may quake, yet we journey together. 

The Shepherds rally their flocks:  “Let us go now! 
Let us see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us!” It is 

a rally beginning the journey to joy. 

It is a rally for a people who find joy in God. 
In the shuffling, in the wandering, God is in this. 

On this third Sunday of Advent, we light the candle and pray for Joy. 
The Light of Joy for you, for me, and for this beautiful, broken world. May Joy burn 

bright in every corner of our lives. Amen. 

 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (WOV p. 10) 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. Kneel/Stand Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

ENTRANCE HYMN People, Look East (ELW 248) Vss. 1,2,3 
GREETING (WOV p. 12) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
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KYRIE (WOV p. 12) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (WOV p. 16) 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the 
preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the 
fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-7. A reading from Philippians. 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. 
Here, he urges his friends in Philippi to trust God with all their worries and 
concerns with the hope that they will experience God’s joy and peace. 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness 
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  The 
word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Isaiah 12:2-6 
 2Surely God is my salvation; 
  I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
 for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might; 
  he has become my salvation. 
  3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will 
say in that day:  
 Give thanks to the LORD, 
  call on his name; 
 make known his deeds among the nations; 
  proclaim that his name is exalted. 
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 5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
  let this be known in all the earth. 
 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
  for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (WOV p. 17) 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 3:7-18. The Holy Gospel according to ______, the ______ 
chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits 
worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 
  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he 
said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has 
none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came 
to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He 
said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 
14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, 
“Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 
satisfied with your wages.” 
  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John 
answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the 
people. 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON (WOV p. 18) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn ELW 242 

CREED (WOV p. 18) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
THE PRAYERS 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places 
that yearn for God’s presence.  A brief silence. 

Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your 
good news. Grant peace to congregations and seminarians in the midst of 
transition. Guide the work of candidacy and call committees. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 

Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe 
life into us, that we are inspired to live in harmony with one another and the 
planet. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise 
up prophets in our own day who warn against captivity to greed and point 
us to the freedom found in generosity. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 

Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in 
your arms, that we trust you and are not afraid. Attend to any who are 
hungry, imprisoned, or ill this day especially Terri, Beth, Lynne, Paul, 
Michael, Dennis, Harley, Emma, Kevin, Cooper from Edenwold, Jane, 
Joanne, Lorraine, Pastor Kragbe Legrae, Pastor Lindsay Hognestad, Prof. 
Volker Griefenhagen & Pastor Larry Fry. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
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Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this 
assembly and bless the ministry of church musicians Josh & Gail. With 
instruments and dance, join our voices to the song of all creation. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 

We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and 
grace. By the power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith until we make 
our home with you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE - The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER (WOV p. 21) 
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and  

our lives to the service of all your people.  Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway 

and our peace. Amen. 

 
DIALOGUE (WOV p. 22) 
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            O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ev-         er -        liv -     ing       God. 

 

 
 

 

                You comforted our people with the promise of the redeemer. 

 

 
 

                    

          Through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes again. 

 

 
 

 

           to judge the world in                                                                   righ – teous – ness.     

 

 
 

              And so, with the church on earth and the                 hosts of heaven,     

 

 
 

SANCTUS (WOV p. 22) 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING (WOV p. 23) 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages 
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever.  
Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER (WOV p. 25) 
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION  & COMMUNION HYMN (WOV p. 25) 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (WOV p. 27) 
Most High God, you have come among us at this table.  By the Spirit’s power, 
form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen. 

BLESSING (WOV p. 27) 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen 

CLOSING HYMN He Came Down (ELW 253) 
 
DISMISSAL (WOV p. 27) Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Luke 2:1-14 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus 

that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph 

also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 

be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 

was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel 

said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing 

you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find 

a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 
 

 










