
Worship Plan for Saturday, December 25, 2021 - Christmas Day 
 

We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional homeland 
of the Metis.	
Welcome Statement	
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I may 
not define,	
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or 
broken,	
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here.	
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital 
status, physical and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, 
economic and religious status, you will be honoured here.	
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables us 
to live in harmony. 

GATHERING SONG The Bells of Christmas: (ELW 298) 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 147)  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with 
you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE – Hymn ELW 289 vss. 1 & 3 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 150) 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our 
human nature and to illumine the world with your light. By your grace adopt 
us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, 
our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 7How beautiful upon the mountains 
  are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
 who brings good news, 
  who announces salvation, 
  who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
  together they sing for joy; 
 for in plain sight they see 
  the return of the LORD to Zion. 
 9Break forth together into singing, 
  you ruins of Jerusalem; 
 for the LORD has comforted his people, 
  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
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 10The LORD has bared his holy arm 
  before the eyes of all the nations; 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see 
  the salvation of our God. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-4 A reading from Hebrews. 
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He 
is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, 
and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited 
is more excellent than theirs. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - Hymn ELW 283 “O Come…” 

GOSPEL: John 1:1-14 The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as 
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not 
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON (ELW p. 151) 
HYMN OF THE DAY - In the Bleak Midwinter (ELW 294) 
CREED (ELW p. 152) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time 
and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
Your Spirit calls your church to rejoice in Christ’s birth. As we gather at the 
manger, help us see your face in all babies needing comfort and care. 
Equip the church in the nurture and encouragement of all children. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
The rocks and streams proclaim your praise. Attune us to the joyful sounds 
and groaning of your creation. Stir us to tend the earth wisely, that the 
whole earth may dwell in abundance and peace. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
Your messengers declare your joy to the world. Embolden leaders and 
nations to make your justice and peace known throughout the earth. 
Uphold justice advocates and social service providers who risk their safety 
to help others. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
You choose those regarded as lowly to tell the good news of your love. 
Pour out your mercy and care on all who are sick, grieving, struggling, and 
the elderly who live alone, especially Terri, Beth, Lynne, Paul, Michael, 
Dennis, Harley, Emma, Kevin, Cooper from Edenwold, Jane, Joanne, 
Lorraine, Pastor Kragbe, Pastor Lindsay and Pastor Larry. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You abide with your people in times of trouble. Accompany families and 
children who have nowhere to turn. Strengthen this congregation and local 
ministries in their care for those fleeing danger, abuse, or neglect. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
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Your grace and mercy extend to all. Give comfort to those who mourn and 
assure them of the peace you have granted those who have gone before 
us. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers 
to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. Amen. 
PEACE -The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 152) 
Let us pray. Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who 
came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have 
blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of 
the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE 

 
PREFACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
            O Lord, holy Father,                                    through   Christ   our      Lord. 
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           In the wonder and mystery of the world made flesh 
              You have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory; 
 

 
                    that, beholding the God made visible, 
 

 
               we may be drawn to love the God whom we                           can – not  see. 
 

 
And so, with the Church on earth and the                             hosts of heaven, 

 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - WOV p. 153 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 153) 
 
Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 
 
At this end of the ages 
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 
his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 
Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

COMMUNION (ELW p. 154) &   COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 155) 
Let us pray. 
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal 
we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we 
may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
BLESSING (ELW p. 155) 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW 288) 
 
DISMISSAL Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 










