
Worship Plan for Sunday, March 5, 2023 - 2 Lent 
WOV Holy Communion Setting Four: Light of Christ 
Treaty 4 Territory 

We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional 
homeland of the Metis. 
Welcome Statement 
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I may 
not define, 
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or 
broken, 
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here. 
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital 
status, physical and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, economic 
and religious status, you will be honoured here. 
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables us 
to live in harmony. 

  

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (WOV p. 10) 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Kneel/Stand 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen 

ENTRANCE HYMN We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus (ELW 451) 
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GREETING (WOV p. 12) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (WOV p. 12) 
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 4 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (WOV p. 16) The Lord be with you. And also with  
you. Let us pray.  O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism 
you bring us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in 
your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (WOV p. 17) 

 
GOSPEL: John 3:1-17. The Holy Gospel according to ______, the ______ 
chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do 
apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 
4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? 
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus 
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to 
you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, 
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus 
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said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a 
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we 
have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about 
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON (WOV p. 18) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY God Loved the World (ELW 323) 
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THE PRAYERS 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation.  A brief silence. 

O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for your 
people. Bless all who serve and empower our congregation and our synod 
– all who give of themselves and support us in the work of the gospel.  
Most especially we pray for your guidance as we meet for our annual 
meeting today. Merciful God, receive our prayer.  

O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary home. 
Guide the work of researchers, scientists, and activists who love your earth 
and who inspire us to care for the natural world. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 

O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and 
oppression. Strengthen organizations that promote peace and harmony 
especially in Ukraine, the Middle East & Africa. Direct their work to alleviate 
human suffering and to address its root causes. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 

O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental 
illness, depression, or addiction, and accompany them in healing and 
recovery. Hear the cries of those who look to you in their distress especially  

Stacie, Debbie, Elaine, Beth, Lynne, Paul, Harley, Emma, Kevin, Jane, Terri, Todd, 
Shirley, Lorraine, Shaadie(Shawdee), Sunshine & Wade Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 

O God, you so love your saints. As our ancestors in the faith have been a 
blessing to us, so inspire us by their example of holy living to be a blessing 
to those who come after us. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 

PEACE (WOV p. 20) 
 
OFFERING & OFFERTORY PRAYER (WOV p. 21) 

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present 
them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts 
to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence through 
Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 
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DIALOGUE (WOV p. 22) 

PREFACE (WOV p. 22) 

 
                O Lord, holy Father,                                  through Christ  our      Lord. 

 

 
           You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy 

                    For the  paschal feast. 

 

 
                     Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace 

 

 
                 that belongs to the chil-                                                           dren of   God. 

 

 
                And so, with the Church on earth and the              hosts of heaven, 
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SANCTUS (WOV p. 22) 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING (WOV p. 23) 

Holy God, 
our living Water and our merciful Guide, 
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs 
we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert, 
and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 
who joined us in our desert, 
pouring out his life for the world. 

 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, 
his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 
wash away our sin, 
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (WOV p. 25) 
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION (WOV p. 25) & COMMUNION HYMN (WOV p. 25) 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (WOV p. 27) 
Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear 
the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love. Amen. 
 

BLESSING (WOV p. 27) 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. Amen 

CLOSING HYMN Lift High The Cross ELW 660 
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DISMISSAL (WOV p. 27) 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 


