Worship Plan for Sunday, March 26, 2023 5 Lent

WOV Holy Communion Setting Four: Light of Christ

Treaty 4 Territory
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional homeland of
the Metis.
Welcome Statement
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit | may not
define,
you, whose eyes have seen, what | will never dream. You, whose frame is bent or broken,
whose mind fears the unspoken. You are welcome here.
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital status,
physical and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, economic and religious
status, you will be honoured here.
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free. His daily grace enables us to live in
harmony.

PRESENTATION (ELW p. 227)

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by
joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are
born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are
reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of
Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith,
love, and obedience to the will of God.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to have your children baptized into Christ? Response: | do.
As you bring your children to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted
with responsibilities:
to live with them among God's faithful people,
bring them to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in their hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture them in faith and prayer,
so that your children may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith & life? R: | do.

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture these persons in the Christian faith as
you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant
of baptism and in communion with the church? R: | do.

People of God, do you promise to support name/s and pray for them in their
new life in Christ? We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH (ELW p. 229)
| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the
faith of the church.



Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? R:
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? R:

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT (ELW p. 230)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which
you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and
his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free
from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are
washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given
honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



BAPTISM (ELW p. 230)

Grady, | baptize you in the name of the Father,* and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy
Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin,
and raise them to eternal life.  Sustain name with the gift of your Holy
Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in
your presence, both now and forever. Amen.

Name , child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked
with the cross of Christ forever. Amen.

WELCOME (ELW p. 231)

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ & into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God & bearing God's creative
and redeeming word to all the world.

ENTRANCE HYMN Dearest Jesus, at Your Word (ELW 520)
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GREETING (WOQV p. 12). The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with
you.



KYRIE (WOV p. 12)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (WOV p. 16) The Lord be with you. And also with
you. Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all
from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may
be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14. A reading from Ezekiel.

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a
nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-
giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they will
know that “l am the LORD.”

‘The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit
of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.



’He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and
they were very dry. *He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” |
answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” “Then he said to me, “Prophesy to
these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.
“Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you,
and you shall live. ¢l will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall
live; and you shall know that | am the LORD.”

'So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone
to its bone. ¢l looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.
°Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to
the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” °I prophesied as he
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood
on their feet, a vast multitude.

“Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.” “Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord
Gob: | am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves,
O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. *And you shall
know that | am the LORD, when | open your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live,
and | will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LoRrD,
have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” The word of the Lord. Thanks
be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 130

:Out of the depths have | called to you, O LORD; LORD, | hear my voice;
let your ears consider well the voice of my | supplication.

’If you, LORD, were to note what is ' done amiss,
O Lord, 'who could stand?

:For there is forgive- | ness with you;
therefore you ! shall be feared.

‘| wait for the LORD; my soul ! waits for him;
in his word 'is my hope. R

*My soul waits for the LORD, more than watchmen ! for the morning,
more than watchmen ! for the morning.

0O Israel, wait | for the LORD,
for with the LoORD! there is mercy;

'with him there is plen- | teous redemption,
and he shall redeem Israel from ! all their sins. R



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (WOV p. 17)
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GOSPEL: John 11:1-45. The Holy Gospel according to , the

chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

‘Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. *Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. :So the sisters sent
a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” “But when Jesus heard
it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory,
so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” sAccordingly, though
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, cafter having heard that
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” éThe
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you,
and are you going there again?” °Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve
hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because
they see the light of this world. **But those who walk at night stumble,
because the light is not in them.” *After saying this, he told them, “Our
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken him.”
“The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all
right.” :*Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. “Then Jesus told them
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. **For your sake | am glad | was not there, so that
you may believe. But let us go to him.” **Thomas, who was called the Twin,
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

"When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days. *Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away,
rand many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them
about their brother. 2When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went
and met him, while Mary stayed at home. »Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died. ?But even now | know
that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 22Jesus said to her, “Your
brother will rise again.” 2Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again
in the resurrection on the last day.” »Jesus said to her, “l am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die,
will live, 2and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?” ’She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the



Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

»When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and
told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 2?°And when
she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. *°Now Jesus had not yet
come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.
*The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up
quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was
going to the tomb to weep there. *When Mary came where Jesus was and
saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died.” *When Jesus saw her weeping, and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit
and deeply moved. *#*He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him,
“Lord, come and see.” **Jesus began to weep. *So the Jews said, “See
how he loved him!” =’But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

®Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone was lying against it. **Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a
stench because he has been dead four days.” “°Jesus said to her, “Did | not
tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” “So they took
away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, | thank you
for having heard me. “I knew that you always hear me, but | have said this
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you
sent me.” “When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!” “The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips
of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him,
and let him go.”

“sMany of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen
what Jesus did, believed in him. The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O
Christ.

SERMON (WOV p. 18)
HYMN OF THE DAY Just As | Am, without One Plea (ELW 592)
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THE PRAYERS
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation. A brief silence.

You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. We pray
for our Pastor (Stewart) & our Bishops (Sid & Susan). Deepen our
partnerships with our companion churches around the globe, and bless the
work of missionaries who accompany them. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore
ecosystems in need of healing Uplift prophetic voices that turn us to the
needs of the soil beneath our feet and the air all around. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are
troubled by illness especially Stacie, Debbie, Elaine, Beth, Lynne, Paul,
Harley, Emma, Kevin, Jane, Terri, Todd, Shirley,

Lorraine, Shaadie(Shawdee), & Sunshine. You hear us when we call to
you. Deliver us from the depths of our despair, and free us from the worries
that bind us. Merciful God, receive our prayer.



Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this
congregation and all who lead us in hymns of praise and thanksgiving and
in songs of lament and prayer. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With
thanksgiving, we remember all your saints who now live in your eternal
love. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE (WOV p. 20)

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY PRAYER (WOV p. 21)
God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we
present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel.
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out

your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal
life. Amen.

DIALOGUE (WOV p. 22)

N«
A -

n LY

v * . 3

P It is indeed right and salutary
Q I
v . . .
that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,

N
=, I I Il |
HAs——T | T T T 1 I T i i
I\Jl i .I | i .I I i .I :_dl_ | O Il |

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (WOV p. 22)
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O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our  Lord.

You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy
For the paschal feast.




Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace
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SANCTUS (WOV p. 22)
GREAT THANKSGIVING (WOV p. 23)
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our I|V|ng Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,



who joined us in our desert,
pouring out his life for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:
wash away our sin,
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of
Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER (WOQV p. 25)
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.



Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION (WOV p. 25) & COMMUNION HYMN (WOV p. 25)
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (WOQOV p. 27)

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of
Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the

world with your love. Amen.

BLESSING (WOV p. 27)

Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and

forever. Amen

CLOSING HYMN Beneath the Cross of Jesus (Elw 338)
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DISMISSAL (WOQV p. 27)
The minister may dismiss the congregation.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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