
Worship Plan for Sunday, December 18, 2022 - 4 Advent 
Treaty 4 Territory 
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional homeland of the Metis. 
Welcome Statement 
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I may not define, 
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or broken, 
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here. 
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital status, physical and mental 

ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, economic and religious status, you will be honoured here. 
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables us to live in harmony. 

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS - p. 10 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Kneel/Stand 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

Fourth Sunday of Advent – ELW 240 all verses 
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Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, sharing our flesh and 
bones.  As Mary waited and Joseph dreamed, so we wait and 
dream for you.  Bless us and let your face shine upon us, more 
radiant than these candles, and more dear than all else we seek.  
Restore us when we fail to refuse the evil and choose the good, 
and banish all our fears.  We pray in the name of Emmanuel, your 
promised child and our Savior. Amen. 

ENTRANCE HYMN Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239) 
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GREETING WOV p. 12 -  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

GAIL – ADVENT SONGS 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (WOV p. 16). The Lord be with you. And 
also with you. Let us pray.  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and 
come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin 
that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Canada Goose & Pr. David 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 A reading from Isaiah. 
10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your 
God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I 
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will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah 
said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child 
and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat 
curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the 
evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you 
are in dread will be deserted.”  The word of the Lord. Thanks be 
to God. 
 

William Mathews.. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7. A reading from Romans. 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart 
for the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his 
prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, 
who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was 
declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of 
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of 
his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus 
Christ,  
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

CHOIR  
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25. The Holy Gospel according to 
______, the ______ chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they 
lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 
20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in 
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her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All 
this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as 
his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne 
a son; and he named him Jesus.  The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, O Christ. 

FRANK ARMISTED 

HYMN OF THE DAY O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257) 
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WANDY Family 
 
THE PRAYERS 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for 
a world that yearns for new hope. A brief silence. 

God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the 
church.. especially we pray for our ELCIC & this congregation.. for 
our Bishops – Sid & Susan.. & for our pastor – Stewart. Take 
away our fear, so that we serve and love, confident that you are 
guiding us. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of 
freedom and justice for all people. We pray for the work of 
international organizations that promote peace and human rights, 
especially Amnesty International & CLWR. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter 
migrants, refugees, and those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief 
to individuals and families experiencing hunger, homelessness, or 
impoverishment. Comfort any who are isolated or lonely. God, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give 
you thanks for gathering us in worship and fellowship, and we 
remember those who cannot be present. Watch over those who 
travel. Heal the sick and speed their recovery especially Stacie, 

Debbie, Elaine, Beth, Lynne, Paul, Harley, Emma, Kevin, Jane, Terri, 

Todd, Shirley, Paula, Lorraine, Sunshine & Wade... God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.   

God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be 
our God forever. Shine upon the faithful who now rest in the 
fulfillment of your promise (we remember Bernice Vall) and bring 
us all into your blessed reign of peace. God, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, 
gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your 
children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

PEACE  - The peace of the Lord be with you always… 
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OFFERING & OFFERTORY PRAYER (WOV p. 21) 

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of 
water to thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, 
and money,  and make us messengers of your mercy and love for 
all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 

 
DIALOGUE WOV p. 22 

PREFACE (WOV p. 22) 

 

 
 

            O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ev-         er -        liv -     ing       God. 

 

 
 

                You comforted our people with the promise of the redeemer. 
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          Through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes again. 

 

 
 

 

           to judge the world in                                                                   righ – teous – ness.     

 

 
 

              And so, with the church on earth and the                 hosts of heaven,     

 
 

SANCTUS (WOV p. 22) 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING (WOV p. 23) 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages 
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 
his life, death, and resurrection, 

we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 
both now and forever.  Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (WOV p. 25) 
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION & COMMUNION HYMN (WOV p. 25) 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (WOV p. 27) 
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we 

wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us 
and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your 
promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

Stewart  

BLESSING (WOV p. 27) 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever.   Amen 

CLOSING HYMN  He Came Down (elw 253) 
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DISMISSAL (WOV p. 27) 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 


