
Worship Plan for Sunday, December 11, 2022  3 Advent 
Treaty 4 Territory 
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional homeland of the Metis. 
Welcome Statement 
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I may not define, 
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or broken, 
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here. 
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital status, physical and mental 

ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, economic and religious status, you will be honoured here. 
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables us to live in harmony. 

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS p. 10 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneel/Stand 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

CANDLE LIGHTING - Third Sunday of Advent 
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Hymn – Light One Candle.. 240 vs 1-3 

 

 
 

Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. You bring 
water to parched ground and life out of death. Bless us as this 
light grows, and send sorrow and sighing to flee away. Give us 
strength and patience, trusting that you are true to your 
promises. Transform the lives of all who suffer with your wonders 
near at hand. Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN Awake! Awake, & Greet .. ELW 242 



 3 

 

 
 
 

GREETING (WOV p. 12) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE (WOV p. 12) 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (WOV p. 16) 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. Stir up the 
wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in 
your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your 
way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 A reading from Isaiah. 
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as 
a joyous procession to Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a 
renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be 
restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save. 

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
  the majesty of our God. 
 3Strengthen the weak hands, 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 8A highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 
  but it shall be for God’s people; 
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
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 they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
  and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 146:5-10 
 4Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
  whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 
 5who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in 
them; 
  who keeps his prom- | ise forever; 
 6who gives justice to those who | are oppressed, 
  and food to | those who hunger. 
 7The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes 
| of the blind; 
  the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed down; R 
 8the LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares | for the stranger; 
  he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of 
the wicked. 
 9The LORD shall | reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | 
Hallelujah! R 
 

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 A reading from James. 
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to 
cultivate patience rather than discontent. 

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The 
farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient 
with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must 
be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you 
may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As 
an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets 
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who spoke in the name of the Lord. The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (WOV p. 17) 

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11. The Holy Gospel according to 
______, the ______ chapter.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent 
word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to 
come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go 
and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And 
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone 
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in 
royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, 
I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom 
it is written,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen 
greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he.”  The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to 
you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON (WOV p. 18) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY All Earth Is Hopeful  (ELW 266) 
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CREED (WOV p. 18) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
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He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

THE PRAYERS 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for 
a world that yearns for new hope.  A brief silence. 

Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the 
global church to magnify your love and peace in every land. We 
pray for the work of the Lutheran World Federation and ELCA 
Global Mission. Likewise we pray for our ELCIC and this 
congregation.. for our Bishops – Sid & Susan.. & for our pastor – 
Stewart. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and 
oppression. Deliver all who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. 
Reconcile nations and peoples in conflict Ukraine, Germany, the 
Middle East. Help us pray for our enemies. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in 
distress because of worry, illness, or loss especially Terri, Stacie, 

Debbie, Elaine, Beth, Lynne, Paul, Harley, Emma, Kevin, Jane, Lorraine, 

Bernice, Todd, Shirley, Paula, Sunshine & Wade.. Strengthen and 
protect health care workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, and 
all who risk themselves to keep others safe. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and 
patient hearts as we gather with family and friends. Keep us 
mindful of those for whom this season is not happy. Console the 
grieving and surround them with loving support. God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with 
all the saints, that your mercy endures for all generations. Look 
with favor on those who have died and lead us to joyfully sing of 
your everlasting promises. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, 
gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your 
children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

PEACE - The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also 
with you. 
 

 
OFFERING & OFFERTORY PRAYER (WOV p. 21) 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving 
what you have first given us—our selves, our time, and our 
possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for 
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 

DIALOGUE WOV p. 22 

PREFACE (WOV p. 22) 
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            O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ev-         er -        liv -     ing       God. 

 

 
 

 

                You comforted our people with the promise of the redeemer. 

 

 
 

                    

          Through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes again. 

 

 
 

 

           to judge the world in                                                                   righ – teous – ness.     

 

 
 

              And so, with the church on earth and the                 hosts of heaven,     

 



 12 

SANCTUS (WOV p. 22) 

GREAT THANKSGIVING (WOV p. 23) 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages 
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, 
his life, death, and resurrection, 

we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 
both now and forever.  Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (WOV p. 25) 
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION & COMMUNION HYMN (WOV p. 25) 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (WOV p. 27) 
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we 
wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us 
and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your 
promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING (WOV p. 27) 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. Amen 

CLOSING HYMN - VS 1,3,4 People, Look East (ELW 248) 
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DISMISSAL - WOV p. 27 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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